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Introduction: 

Lac culture, an age-old practice of cultivating lac insects for the production of shellac 

and other valuable by-products, plays a pivotal role in the tribal economy of Bastar, 

Chhattisgarh. The region, known for its rich biodiversity and vibrant tribal culture, has long 

relied on this traditional form of agriculture to meet the needs of its inhabitants and contribute 

to the overall economic growth. Through the promotion of lac culture, the tribal communities 

in Bastar have managed to create a unique and sustainable livelihood that complements their 

lifestyle and preserves their cultural heritage. The process of lac cultivation begins with the 

inoculation of host trees with lac insects, which then produce a resinous secretion known as 

lac. This secretion hardens into a protective layer over the insects, which is later harvested 

and processed into various valuable products such as shellac, dye, and sealing wax. The tribal 

communities of Bastar have honed their skills in lac cultivation over generations, developing 

a deep understanding of the optimal host tree species, as well as the ideal environmental 

conditions for maximum yield. One of the primary advantages of lac culture in Bastar is its 

low environmental impact and sustainable nature.  

The cultivation process requires minimal resources and infrastructure, and the use of 

organic farming techniques further contributes to the preservation of the region's delicate 

ecosystem. Additionally, the cultivation of lac insects promotes the growth of host trees, 

which in turn aids in combating deforestation and maintaining the region's biodiversity. The 

tribal economy of Bastar has been significantly bolstered by the growth of the lac industry. 

The production of lac and its by-products provides a stable income source for tribal 

communities, who are often engaged in other forms of subsistence agriculture or forest-based 

activities. The sale of lac products in local, national, and international markets has also led to 

the creation of numerous job opportunities in the region, including those related to 
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processing, packaging, and transportation. Furthermore, lac culture has facilitated the growth 

of ancillary industries in Bastar, such as handicrafts and tourism. The traditional techniques 

employed by the tribal communities in the production of lac have led to the creation of 

unique and exquisite artifacts that are highly sought after by collectors and tourists alike. The 

promotion of lac culture as a tourist attraction has, in turn, generated additional income 

streams for the tribal communities and contributed to the overall economic development of 

the region. In recent years, the government and various non-governmental organizations have 

recognized the potential of lac culture in Bastar to alleviate poverty and promote sustainable 

development.  

They have initiated several schemes and programs aimed at training and equipping 

tribal communities with the requisite skills and resources to enhance their lac production 

capacities. Such efforts have not only led to increased production and improved product 

quality but also facilitated the integration of traditional lac culture into modern market 

systems. Lac culture, the cultivation of lac insects for the production of lac resin, is a 

significant contributor to the economy of Bastar, Chhattisgarh. As one of India's most 

impoverished regions, the tribal communities of Bastar rely on traditional industries like lac 

cultivation to sustain themselves. This article aims to examine the role of lac culture in the 

tribal economy of Bastar, Chhattisgarh, the challenges faced by the community, and the 

potential for growth in this sector. 

 

Fig.1.Twig with Lac 

A. Understanding Lac Culture: 

a. Lac Culture: Lac culture refers to the practice of cultivating lac insects (Kerria 

lacca) on host trees to harvest lac resin, a natural polymer used in various 
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industries. These insects secrete a resinous substance that is collected, processed, 

and used in the production of items like shellac, varnishes, and sealing wax. 

b. The Lac Insect and Host Trees: There are several species of lac insects, but the 

most commonly cultivated one is Kerria lacca. These insects thrive on specific 

host trees, such as Palash (Butea monosperma), Kusum (Schleichera oleosa), and 

Ber (Ziziphus mauritiana). The choice of host tree plays a crucial role in the 

quality and quantity of lac resin produced. 

B. Lac Culture in Bastar, Chhattisgarh: 

a. History of Lac Culture in Bastar:Lac culture in Bastar, Chhattisgarh, has a long-

standing history. The region has been known for its lac production since ancient 

times. Local tribes have been practicing lac cultivation for generations, and the 

knowledge has been passed down through the ages. 

b. The Role of Lac Culture in the Tribal Economy:Lac culture plays a vital role in 

the tribal economy of Bastar, providing a significant source of income for many 

families. The production and sale of lac resin, as well as the products derived from 

it, contribute to the livelihood of these communities. The industry has a strong 

socio-economic impact on the region, as it generates employment opportunities, 

encourages entrepreneurship, and creates market linkages. 

 

Fig.2.Life cycle of Lac insect 
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C. Challenges Faced by the Lac Cultivators in Bastar: 

a. Environmental Challenges: Lac cultivators in Bastar face a host of 

environmental challenges, including climate change, deforestation, and loss of 

host trees. These factors have led to a decline in lac production, threatening the 

livelihoods of many tribal families. 

b. Technological Limitations: Technological limitations in lac cultivation, 

processing, and marketing also pose challenges for the industry. Traditional 

methods of cultivation and processing are labor-intensive and yield limited 

quantities of lac. A lack of access to modern technology and equipment hampers 

the efficiency and profitability of the industry. 

c. Market Challenges: Lac cultivators in Bastar face challenges in accessing 

markets, as the region is remote and poorly connected. The lack of adequate 

transportation infrastructure, coupled with limited market information and 

marketing skills, make it difficult for lac producers to sell their products at 

competitive prices. 

D. Initiatives to Promote Lac Culture in Bastar: 

a. Government Initiatives: The government has undertaken several initiatives to 

promote lac culture and support the tribal economy in Bastar. These include the 

provision of subsidies for lac cultivation, training programs for lac farmers, and 

the establishment of marketing cooperatives to facilitate market access. 

b. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs): NGOs have also played a 

significant role in promoting lac culture in Bastar. They have provided training 

and support to lac farmers, helping them adopt modern techniques, improve 

productivity, and access markets more effectively. 

E. The Future of Lac Culture in Bastar 

a. Opportunities for Growth: Despite the challenges faced by the lac industry in 

Bastar, there are ample opportunities for growth. The global demand for 

sustainable, eco-friendly products offers a promising market for lac-based 

products. By adopting modern cultivation and processing techniques, lac farmers 

in Bastar can significantly increase their production and profitability. 
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b. Building a Sustainable Future: Lac culture has the potential to uplift the tribal 

economy of Bastar and contribute to sustainable development in the region. By 

promoting lac culture and supporting the growth of the industry, the government, 

NGOs, and other stakeholders can help secure the future of lac cultivation and 

improve the lives of tribal communities in Bastar. 

Conclusion: 

In conclusion, lac culture has played a crucial role in the tribal economy of Bastar, 

Chhattisgarh, providing livelihoods for many families. However, environmental, 

technological, and market challenges have hampered the growth of the industry. By 

addressing these challenges and capitalizing on the opportunities for growth, lac culture can 

continue to uplift the tribal economy of Bastar and contribute to the region's sustainable 

development. Lac culture in Bastar, Chhattisgarh, has a significant role in uplifting the tribal 

economy. Despite the challenges faced by the industry, there is potential for growth through 

government and NGO initiatives, technological advancements, and market development. By 

supporting and promoting lac culture, stakeholders can help secure the future of lac 

cultivation and improve the lives of tribal communities in Bastar. 
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